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Parish Council News

Eddie Allinson — A Tribute

The death occurred recently, in October, of
Eddie Allinson of Meir Heath, who in years
past served our community both as a
Parish, and Borough Councillor. He was
also a School Governor for Meir Heath
Primary School in its early years. Fulford
Parish Council wishes to express its
sadness at Eddie’s passing, and extends its
condolences to Eddie’s widow, Christine.

Chairman’s Report

The council has resolved to achieve “Quality
Council” status and as part of achieving this,
the council has initiated the preparation of a
“Parish Plan”, which will be the result of
consultation and cooperation with parish
organisations.

We have just completed the first phase of the
Parish Plan process. We issued a sample
questionnaire to approximately 80 residents of

Fulford Parish and had an excellent response
from the community. We thank all who
completed their form and gave us valuable
feedback.

The next phase is full consultation, initially by
a questionnaire, the cost of which has been
funded by the Community Council of
Staffordshire. The analysis of this feedback will
also be used to set the goals and objectives for
Fulford Parish Council for the next four years.
This questionnaire will be hand delivered to all
households in the Parish and can be returned
by FREEPOST. The document will also be
available online but will require the
responders to provide their full postcode to
validate their submission, and additional
copies will be available from your local
councillor.

The individual responses will be treated in
confidence. Most of the questions can be
answered by ticking boxes, although
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comments are welcome. Please take time to
complete and return the questionnaire; the
Parish Council really does want to know your
views!

Your Parish Council and You

Your council is bound by Act of Parliament, and
can only do that which Parliament grants it
authority to do. It must do what parliament
requires it to do.

The law gives parish councils lots of scope in
choosing activities to undertake but
surprisingly, there are very few duties that they
must carry out.

Your parish council must however ensure that
the rules for administration of the council are
followed. WE MUST:

* Appoint a chairman responsible for the
smooth running of meetings, and ensuring

that all council decisions are lawful.

* Appoint a clerk to advise us, and as an
administrator.

* Appoint a responsible financial officer. In our
case the clerk carries out this duty.

* Appoint an independent auditor.

* Hold a minimum of four meetings a year,
one of which is the Annual General Meeting.
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We at Fulford, being a large parish, feel we
need to meet monthly in order to get through
our busy agenda.

* Council meetings must be open to the
public, and we must make the meetings
accessible to all who wish to attend. We must
make documents open to the public in the
spirit of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

The rules for councils may seem too many and
too complicated but remember that they are
there to protect people’s rights, and make for
a properly run authority.

Rules for Councillors

All councillors must sign an agreement to
abide by the code of conduct adopted by the
council.

Councillors have a duty to attend meetings
when summoned to do so. The notice to
attend a council meeting is a summons in law;
a summons means you have a duty to attend.
We must keep ourselves properly informed
about issues to be discussed so as to use sound
judgement as to what is best for the
community. We represent the whole
electorate, not just those who may have voted
for us, or with whom we share a special
interest!

Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year!



Winter 2006
Issue 17

fulford a newsletter m I

parish counci

::r ! o :
CllIr. Richard Mycock
01782 396869

ClIr. Ken Brayford
01782 393157
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Cllr. Ellis Bevan
01782 393140

Cllr. Shirley Wheat
01782 395133

Blythe Bridge Ward News

The Parish Council

The Parish Council have consulted with
Forsbrook Parish Council with regards to the
condition of Blythe Bridge railway station.
They have been in contact with the various
departments of the railway network and
improvements to the station are being
discussed at the present time. We will keep
you informed of further developments as we
receive them from Forsbrook Parish Council.

Spring Bulbs

Spring Bulbs have been donated by the Parish
Council to be used in the area; Mrs Malvern
the head teacher of Springcroft Primary
School has kindly agreed for the school
children to plant the bulbs, which will give a
colourful display of flowers in the spring.

Speeding

County Councillor Ian Parry has asked for
volunteers to help with operating speed guns
throughout the parish — if you are able to
help, please contact Ian Parry. Volunteers have
already been identified from Stallington

Village — more are needed to help with this
very important safety aspect.

Car Parking

There are continuing problems with parking
outside our schools. Would you please be
aware of other road users when parking your
car and also of the danger to children caused
by irresponsible parking, especially on the
grass verges? Parents taking and collecting
their children from Springcroft Primary are
able to use for a short period of time, the car
park opposite Blythe Lodge in Ridgway Drive
and also the Creda car park opposite the
school on Grindley Lane. Gareth Hilditch our
community police officer is continuing to
monitor these problems.

Estate Based Strategy

The EBS meeting held at Springcroft Primary
School was a huge success. Stafford and Rural
Homes tenants were able to discuss all work
that needs attending to on their properties,
and all choices for renovation work such as
new bathrooms, kitchens, drives, garden
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improvements and parking facilities. The work
is due to start within the next six months.

We have asked again for more dropped kerbs
in the Blythe Bridge area as this is needed for
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people with wheelchairs, scooters, and for
mothers with pushchairs.

Meanwbile, we extend the Season’s greetings
to all Blythe Bridge residents.

)
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ClIr. Andrew Lovatt

Cllr. N. M. Ralphs

Cllr. Joy Bennett

Rough Close Ward News

The Common

Permission has now been granted by DEFRA
for the erection of permanent stock-proof post
and wire fencing across the “bottom” common
including three kissing gates, four bridle gates
and four stiles and erection of similar fending
of the western tip of the common
incorporating a stile and gate. We now look
forward to the next stage of this project
commencing.

Dog Fouling

Representation has been made by residents
regarding the condition of the commons in
relation to dog fouling. The dog warden
visited the area last month ago to view the
situation. Dog poop bags and bins have been
provided together with signs that clearly state
that owners must clean up after their dogs.
The penalty for not clearing up dog fouling can
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be up to £1,000 if taken to court, but there is
also provision for a fixed penalty scheme with
a fine of &0 in England. We urge all dog
owners to use a doggy bag, or a carrier bag, to
pick up the faeces. Ideally, this should then be
placed in a designated dog bin. If this is not
possible, take the bag home or; as a last resort,
double wrap the faeces and put in a normal
litterbin. Please contact the dog warden on
01785 619402 or your councillor with any
concerns.

Speeding

Community Speed Watch volunteers from
within the community are being sought to
assist Councillor Parry with identifying
locations to enhance existing enforcement
activity. If you feel that you would be able to
assist with this activity, please contact the Clerk
or your local councillor.
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Neighbourhood Watch

Now that the clocks have gone back and the
dark nights are with us again, please be extra
vigilant regarding bogus callers.  Always
illuminate your door and only open it with the
safety chain on (if you have one fitted). If you
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do not recognise the caller, ask for proof of ID
and do not let anyone enter your home if you
are unsure of their credentials. 62% of all
burglaries occur at the back of your properties.
Doors and windows are the first line of defence
— remember to keep them securely locked.

ClIr. Martin Oxby
Chairman
01782 397629

Cllr. Frank Colclough
01889 505325

ClIr. Tim Beasley
07803 117235 (m)

Fulford Ward News

Gypsy Site

The Royal Courts of Justice have granted the
owners of the site the right to appeal against
the Inspector’s Report that upheld the
planning enforcement notice.

Highview Road

The play area at Highview Road has been
identified as a priority for the coming year as
part of Stafford Borough’s play area
refurbishment  programme.  The  play
equipment will be brought up to the
European Safety Standard, a sign will be
erected and benches and bins will be installed.
Stafford Borough Council maintains 76 play
areas throughout the Borough area and the
opportunity for our facility to be upgraded
must not be missed.

School Parking

A real effort has been made by staff and
parents to reduce the parking outside the
school by parking at the Village Hall.

Village Green

Thanks to the Borough Council, and at the
request of local residents, the posts around
the Village Green have been replaced.

Stallington Village
A number of issues are outstanding on this
development:

Open Spaces:

In recent weeks the residents on the
Stallington Village estate have highlighted to
the Parish Council several issues related to the

condition of the open areas. This follows
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Persimmon Homes completion of the building
works. Of particular concern are the
commitments that Persimmon made to
residents in providing play equipment for
use by the younger population, building
materials still littering the site, and that the
kick around area had stones and bricks
sticking out, that were a potential danger to
users. On the 18th October, residents
attended Stafford Borough Council Open
Forum event in Fulford Village Hall. The above
points were discussed and senior members of
SBC Environmental Services Department
agreed to follow up and visit the site later in
October. It appears that Persimmon Homes
has now handed over the maintenance of
most of the open spaces on the site to
"Greenbelt" - a Glasgow based maintenance
company. This is evidenced by the presence of
contractors clearing away dead foliage, cutting
down the heavy weeds, and generally
improving the condition of the site. This has
all occurred over the last month.

Roadways:

We are told that the wrong grade of
tarmacadam was laid by Persimmon
contractors, and that this would all need to be
replaced as a matter of urgency.

Stallington Village Roundabout

It was expected that the roundabout (on the
junction of Stallington and Fulford Road)
would have started by now. The latest
information is that this work is scheduled to
commence in spring 2007.

Stallington Hall

There have been several reports of youths
driving up to Stallington Hall and causing
6
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damage to the property in the middle of the
night. Some residents may remember that a
fire was the result of such activities approx two
years ago.

The police have been alerted to this anti-social
behaviour, and neighbours in the area have
been asked to record number plates and
notify police of any suspicious activity.

Permission has been granted for 6 new
dwellings on the old Stallington Hospital site.
These dwellings will mean the conversion of a
currently derelict stable block, and will almost
certainly be an improvement to the current
environment.

Neighbourhood Watch
Many residents of Stallington will have heard
that ~ John  Dearden,  Stallington's

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, sadly
passed away recently after a short illness. John
was a friend to many, and his funeral in
Hilderstone Church was well attended by
many who knew him.

Residents of Stallington are currently raising
money for a memorial bench in honour of
John's extensive commitment to the
community. If anyone would like to make a
contribution to this worthy cause they should
contact Cllr Tim Beasley (07803 117235).

Additionally, if you would like to find out more
about the role of Neighbourhood Watch
coordinator, then again, please contact Cllr
Beasley.
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Cllr. Barry Goodfellow Cllr. Barry Shaw Cllr. Roy Taylor
01782 399837 Vice Chairman 01782 392548
01782 394922
Cllr. Grace Holmes Cllr. John Insley
01782 394525
Meir Heath Ward News

Grindley Park

Our council has commenced discussions
about the provision of new play equipment on
Grindley Park, to replace that which was
removed a few years ago, following the
damage to it by vandalism and the
considerable  problems of anti-social
behaviour at that time.

The council has been reminded since then
that we have a responsibility to provide
play/leisure facilities for young children, and
older ones up to their early teens.
Consequently we have been evaluating the
large range of equipment which is on the
market, including of course, the costs. At this
stage we think that a fenced area containing
equipment suitable for children up to 10 years
of age is needed, with some additional
equipment, unfenced, for those over that age,
say 10 to 14 year olds.

The costs of such a scheme will be
considerable, so it is thought that a phased
installation may be necessary, to spread such
costs over a period of time, depending on

whether we could get grant aid to help fund
this project.

The precise siting of the equipment has not
yet been finalised, but it is likely to be near to,
or on, the site of the original playground.

We are currently seeking advice and guidance
from Stafford Borough Council, whose staff
have considerable experience in the provision
and running of such facilities. We shall report
further on this matter as things progress.

Meir Heath councillors, along with those in all
other wards, are in regular discussions with
our local police, to improve road-safety
provision, and to combat illegal parking (often
done with no consideration of pedestrians),
and general anti-social behaviour in our area.

Meir Heath and Rough Close Village Hall
Work is nearing completion to extend the
village hall which, when complete, will provide
the community with an enlarged meeting
room and a Parish Office.
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The larger meeting room will provide much
needed extra space for current users as well as
then being able to cater for a wider range of
activities and uses.

The extension has been made possible by
Grant Aid and funding from the following
bodies:

Awards For All (Lottery)

Staffordshire Environmental Fund
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Staffordshire County Council

(Local Member Initiative/Cllr Ian Parry)
Stafford Borough Council

And, of course, Fulford Parish Council.

May we wish you all a Merry Christmas and
a Very Happy New Year?
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Professional Driving Tuition With
Martin Williams BSc. (Hons) A.D.I.
(Associate Franchise to B.S.M)

Offering

Simulator Lessons

Pass Plus Courses

Track Record of Progress
Hazard Perception Training
Plus Much More

Theory Support
Mock Practical Tests
Motorway Tuition

Grade 5 Assessed Instructor
For further information call:
01889 505571 or 07811 527054

Enjoy all the convenience and benefits of having a
local instructor with national backing
PROMOTING SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE.
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SHOE FITTING SPECIALIST
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Laotus, Barker, Van-Dal, Loakes, Rohde,
Equity, Gabor, Eimdale, Richard Draper,
Sheepskin SHppers and Boats

~Auakified Professional
Fitters of Footwear

180 Uttoxeter Hoad, Blythe Bridge,
Telephone: 01782 392171

SUNINVEST
SPANISH PROPERTIES

New Build and Resale

We are a local based UK company with personal
experience of buying, selling, renting property,
living and working in Spain

NO PRESSURE SALES
Viewing trips arranged at your convenience

Contact Trish on 01782 393690
Mobile - 0778 779 6919

www.suninvest.org.uk
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INSTALLATION / MAINTENANCE
UPGRADES / REPAIRS

FIRE SYSTEMS
SECURITY LIGHTING / CCTV

TRAINED BY FORMER POLICE OFFICERS
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Bulletin Board

Delivering Key Information Quickly or
Fulford Parish Council Goes HiTech!

Fulford Parish Council launched a website
approximately 1 year ago. This site is run and
updated by the Newsletter Committee of the
Parish Council and attracted over 3000 page
hits in September!

Initially the site had fairly basic information
designed to be of use to new residents to the
community, however, as it's matured, the site
has added much more detail relevant to
residents who have an interest in many
aspects of their community, and its history.

As we move forward, the website will become
even more important in the sharing of
information relevant to the community,
especially in relation to our Parish Office
plans, and our application for Quality Council
accreditation.

We (the population of the Parish) need to
embrace this resource to assist us in the
development of our local environmental,
business and personal objectives as will be
proposed by the Council, and/or its residents.
We see that our website needs to play a key
role in speeding up the delivery of this

information so that all residents are able to act
on the information they receive, in between
Newsletters etc..

(E.g.: Do you want to know if a gang are in the
area breaking into houses? The website will be
able to relay this information, and with the
inclusion of RSS technology on the site, will
automatically tell you via your PC when new
information has been added without you
having to search for it!)

Lastly, please log in and let us know what you
think of YOUR website?

Please tell us what you think - likes, dislikes,
would like to see, etc, by completing the
comments section under "Contact Us". Either
a Councillor or The Clerk to the Council will
respond to every submission personally.

1"
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Community Beat Officer

PC 4884 Gareth Hilditch based at Stone Police
Station is the Community Beat Officer for our
area.

-
a0

< >
r\

NOTE: Urgent emergency number: 999
Non-urgent number: 0845 3 302010

PCSO 6643 Emma Kempson

7
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Police community support officers (PCSOs)
are uniformed staff whose role is to support
the work of police officers and work within
their local community. Their role is to assist
the police in areas that need a certain level of
police presence, but not necessarily the
expertise of a trained police officer. They free
up some of the time police officers might
spend on routine tasks or low-level crime
issues, and provide a valuable service to the
community.

They may help with issues such as:

providing a visible and reassuring presence
within communities

attending incidents of disorder, nuisance and
anti-social behaviour

dealing with community issues such as
littering and dog fouling

checking out abandoned vehicles
gathering evidence through observation
helping with missing persons enquiries

speaking to young people who might be
drunk and causing problems, confiscating
alcohol and tobacco, if necessary

crowd control and directing traffic at public
events

helping direct traffic at road blocks or scenes
of accidents

assisting police with recording names and
addresses or door-to-door enquiries.
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PCSOs spend most of their time out on patrol,
usually on foot or possibly also on a bicycle.
They work in pairs or small teams, and in
liaison with their police officer colleagues. In
some forces they team up with police officers,
managed by a police sergeant. They do not
have the same powers of arrest as police
officers, although they do have the right to
detain suspected offenders for up to thirty
minutes until a police officer arrives.

They carry radios so that they can
communicate with police control rooms and
other colleagues.

Windmill Preservation Group

The Windmill
Preservation Group
will be holding a
QUIZ EVENING at
Florence Club on
February 19th 2007
at 8 p.m. and a RACE
EVENING on March
23rd at 8p.m. which
will be presented by
Sam Plank.

Winter Warmers

“Now is the Winter of our Discontent”

Shakespeare may not have meant the phrase
in a modern context, but we must all be
feeling discontented at the way household
fuel prices have shot up this last couple of
years!
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But are our houses leaking heat unnecessarily?
Some of the best, and easiest, ways of saving
on bills are the simplest, such as blocking
unwelcome draughts for instance, with the
many cheap and easy to fit products on sale.
We all have loft insulation these days (haven’t
we?), but to be effective your loft should have
at least ten inches of insulation.

Cavity wall insulation is cheap and easily
installed, and can save up to £160 a year on
bills. Anyone in receipt of benefits may be able
to have this done free, or at a reduced charge.
Far too many of us are using the old fashioned
light bulbs when the modern low-energy ones
are far more efficient. Although they are
initially more expensive they can save you
money in the long term. Similarly,
thermostatic radiator valves can be bought
and fitted for under a tenner, and save you
overheating rooms which are not being much
used, or upstairs ones which tend to be
warmer as heat rises. Again, you will save
money and energy, helping yourself, and
helping to prevent global warming.

When it is time to change kitchen appliances
don’t forget to look for those that are “A” rated,
which are very energy efficient.

Renewable Energy:

Global Warming is probably the greatest
danger to our planet, and many World leaders
believe that we must act now to avoid disaster
in the near future! Renewable energy is the
buzz-word these days, when it seems that we
will soon run out of oil and gas worldwide.

13
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Manufacturers are now getting their act
together, and whereas once it seemed that
only large schemes were viable, micro-
renewable technology is now being sold in
D.LY. and electrical stores, off the shelf. For
instance a wind generator for your home can
cost from £1500 fitted, and solar panels are
also available, which may be rather more
expensive, but, having no moving parts, are
likely to last much longer, and can give you
virtually free hot water the whole year round.
Solar panels do not need direct sunlight and
can be efficient on dull as well as on sunny
days.

Our latest information on planning permission
is that if you wish to erect a wind generator on
a pole in your garden you will need planning
permission. However if you plan to put it on a
wall a phone call to the planning office may
well be all you need to do.

With wind and/or solar power in the home
entailing a fairly high capital cost the Low
Carbon Buildings Programme
www.lowcarbonbuildings.org.uk offers
funding for micro-generation, including
households. It is managed by the Energy
Saving Trust www.est.org.uk.

The Energy Savings Trust estimates that micro-
generation of energy could provide 30-40% of
the country’s electricity needs by 2050.

For more information on home energy saving

and generation, you can phone your local
energy advice centre free on 0800 512 012.

14
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Brown Bins, Green Waste

We know that the instructions are on the
leaflets provided, but we have been asked to
emphasise that these bins are for garden waste
only.

Please, NO cooked food, cooking fat, oil,
stones, rubble or turf. Many other substances
are listed in your booklet. If our bins contain
any unsuitable materials they may not be
emptied. Similarly, if garden waste is put into
green bins the operatives will not empty them
either.

Green Box, Kerbside Recycling

Paper — in a carrier bag; Cans — in a carrier
bag; Textiles — in a carrier bag; Glass bottles
and jars — loose in the box; Clear plastic
bottles — loose in the box.

STREET SCENE

ONE phone call, one solution — The special
hotline means that a wide range of
environmental issues, such as littering, graffiti,
dog mess, sharps, fly tipping and problems
with children’s play areas, can all be reported
with just one phone call.

Street Scene Hotline: 01785 619401
(8.30 am — 5pm).
streetscene(@staffordbe.gov.uk

CLARENCE

When there is a problem with something on
the highway network - just ring CLARENCE -
Staffordshire's Customer Lighting and Roads
Enquiry Centre - on FREEPHONE 0800
232323 or send an email to
clarence@staffordshire.gov.uk
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Dates for 2007 meetings

Thursday 11th January
at Meir Heath & Rough Close Village Hall

Thursday 8th February
at Fulford Village Hall

Thursday 8th March
at Rough Close Village Hall

Note: All meetings start at 7.15pm with an
opportunity for any local government elector
from the Parish to ask questions of the Parish
Council relating to any Parish issue. At the
formal meeting, which follows at 7:30 pm,
these matters will then be considered; the
public may also attend but are not usually
invited to join the debate. Alternatively, write
to the Clerk such that the matter can be
raised.

Useful Telephone Numbers

Stafford Borough Council
General Enquiries Tel: (01785) 619000
or http://www.staffordbc.gov.uk
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Staffordshire County Council
General Enquiries Tel: 01785 223121
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/live/welcome.asp

Community Beat Officer
PC 4884 Gareth Hilditch based at Stone Police
Station is the Community Beat Officer for our area.

NOTE: Urgent emergency number: 999

Non-urgent number: 0845 3 302010
Fly Tipping clearance: 01785 619401
Planning worries?

Tel: 01785 276151
or go online
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/planning

Fly Tipping Clearance:
Tel: 01785 619401

Civic Amenity Visits:
The next visit of the REFUSE LORRY will be in
the spring.

JT Plastering

Specialising in:
- Rendering and Exterior Finishes
+ Dry Lining and Partitioning
Free Estimates

* Plastering

For a quick, clean and professional service please call Jamie on

Mobile: 07766 222997 Home: 01782 397711

+ Coving work

15
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Members of the Council

Finance and General Purposes Committee Representatives to outside bodies

Kath Brayford, Ellis Bevan,
Frank Colclough, Roy Taylor, Andrew Lovatt,
Chairman and Vice-Chairman ex officio

Grindley Park Management Group
Martin Oxby, Kath Brayford
and all members of the Meir Heath Ward

Parish Newsletter Working Party
Tim Beasley, Richard Mycock, Martin Oxby,
Barry Shaw, Roy Taylor; Andrew Lovatt,
Kath Brayford.

Planning Coordinators
Richard Mycock (Blythe Bridge)
Frank Colclough (Fulford)
Barry Shaw (Meir Heath)

Fulford Primary LEA Governor:
Frank Colclough
Fulford Village Hall: ClIr. Richard Mycock
Meir Heath Primary School:
Cllr. Barry Goodfellow
Meir Heath/Rough Close
Village Hall: Cllr. Goodfellow
Springcroft Primary School LEA Governor:
Cllr. Richard Mycock
Staffordshire Parish Councils Association:
ClIr Kath Brayford & ClIr Richard Mycock
Sustainable Committee: ClIr. John Insley
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Independent fumcral direcions
A caring fmily business since 1505

Full ndvics sarvioe and home wisils

Pre-jiid Aamernl planming

Privage chapals of rest

Green and eco-friendly arram pemenis
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